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id-terms, a time when

Democrats were campaigning to win control of the House of Representatives.

warned me that people would be able to overlook my
previous support for WikiLeaks because | did not know some things which he
claimed to know about, but that they wouldn't be so forgiving now that | was
.bemuﬂﬂupmynheywoldchildduﬁngmmwments.which
AR S s

I stop advocating for WikiLeaks and Assange,
1 isn't going to fucking happen.” He knew very specific

Inst kit mmbtermade
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told him, | could not understand Arthur Schwartz's role in this at the time.
When later Assange was in fact charged with the “Manning” 2010 case and
.Cheisea' Manning was put in front of a grand jury, | understood that the
information Schwartz had had come from accurate and official sources.

15. 1 visited Assange again on the 25" March 2019. Although the January visit

was difficult and Assange and | had to take steps to communicate with each
other to try not to be within the sight or hearing of surveillance cameras or

microphones, by turning up a background of white noise and writing notes, |
had been able to tell him about the US plans This visit was very different. |

was sl:nocked at the way in which both Assange and | were treated and | wrote
about it for an article published on the Gateway Pundit on the following day,

March 26" 2019.

16. In my report | described the extraordinary circumstances where | was locked
in an cold meeting room for an hour while Embassy staff demanded Assange
be subjected to a full body scan with a metal detector before allowing him in
the room. | described it at the time as “eerily similar to visits { have made to
inmates at federal penitentiaries in the US”. | considered at the time “it
seemed our government was getting what they wanted from Ecuador, as a
former senior State Department official told Buzzfeed in January “As far as
we’re concerned, he’s in jail”. | noted “[ijn an interview with El Pais in July,
President Moreno also said his “ideal solution” is that Assange may “enjoy”
being “extradited” if the UK promises that the US will not kill him. A major
issue was that Assange wanted to bring a small radio into the conference
room to muffle our voices so that microphones undoubtedly surveilling the
room would not pick up what we were saying as easily. Only eight minutes of
our two hour scheduled visit were in the end available because of the conflict
with security staff at the Embassy. We were told if we wanted to talk it must

be done in the conference room and only two minutes were left.

17. About this time and roughly two weeks prior to his arrest, WikiLeaks began
to sound the alarm - that they were told by someone in the Ecuadorian
government that Assange was soon going to be kicked out of the Embassy.

so much about what was going on, and

th . .
% had close proxin , ouse, | messaged him on March 29" 2019
~ and asked him if he knew anything about the rumours that Assange was soon
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21. On April 11 2019, Assange was arrested. | was devastated by this news. |

consigiered it to be a blow to the free press. | asked Schwartz again if he knew |
anything. He responded with a series of messages about how Assange

deserved a lethal injection and how both he and Manning should die in prison.

~ 2 Soon, ABC News reported that Ambassador Grenell had indeed been

“involved in the deal to arrest Assange back in October, when | got that first
call from Schwartz.

23. 1senta screenshot of the news report to Schwartz and asked him if this was

how he knew everything that he had told me. He sent me lots of messages
about how everyone involved with WikiLeaks deserved the death penalty. |
noted in our conversation that it had been reported that Grenell only got a
verbal agreement that there would be no death penalty, nothing in writing.
Schwartz’s response to this was to send me a shrug emoji and he continued
his tirade about how Assange deserved to die.

- 24. | could not understand why the German Ambassador was involved in a case
involving the US, UK, and Australia and so | tweeted the ABC article.

ed a response from Ambassador Grenell himself. He messaged
pting to get me in trouble, and tried to get my boss to force me
) atriindi
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itz occurred on September 10, 2019,
that he had fired his National Security
ame was being floated everywhere as a very




the above different characters and actions fit together. | have tried to

understand but can only confirm the following, that when in October 2018 |

‘ therewasaplantotakeAssangeoutofthe
Ecuadorian Embassy and charge him with the “Manning” releases, and this
later proved to be exactly what happened, Schwartz’s information must have

come from official sources. When on March 29" 2018 | texted Schwartz to ask
if he knew more about what Wikileaks was waming of (Assange’s imminent
arrest) he called and said he knew | had told Assange what he, Schwartz, had
told me. When he said there was now a State Department enquiry into who
had told me about what must have been a monitored meeting, | believe it
must have been an official US enterprise to spy on meetings in the Embassy.

32. The other persons who Schwartz said might also be affected included
individuals who he described as “lifelong friends”. Arthur Schwartz is very well
known and is publicly reported to be a right hand man or “fixer” for Donald
Trump Junior and part of a circle extremely close to the White House which

includes Richard Grenell, Sheldon Adelson and others. | am aware that

Schwartz has frequented the White House all the time (his presence is

ed on many videos there) and is extremely close to the inner circle of

who are very close to the President.

Looking back at the last visit | made to the Embassy in March 2019, when
sxtreme steps were taken by Embassy staff conceming the conditions under

~ which the meeting could be held (including with no mechanism for obscuring

~ sound) | now consider those steps were being taken because of knowledge of
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